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Lagos, Higoris
November 17, 1943

Dear Pamldy,

Baturday night I am glad to bz able 0 reyort that
we went to tie bsuch us early as possibles I should have sald After-
noon~ it waos about four when we got over theve, Spent the tiwe couing
over in bhe danoce perfecting our rendition of varicus sougs in two
parts. We are, as perhaps I bave wodestly meutlionsd, sinply woudarfal
at ite O retber willlam ls~ he's the Sus who does vhe sarmony, of course,
bedause I never could exespt on "Hosl®™, in which ouse I cgn sing the
descent part. We got thers, anyway, and waled across e breskwater
sines the tide was %0 high to walk poriwmlly. Al 8ix wa weve invited
to go to the Barber Line shack, where i, Lyueh and & buld zan with
bgoutiful blue oyss namsd Mr, Hardy wers stoying for the weekends A
Beleglan major and his South Afriocen wife wsre over thers, as well as
Den Huse ond Maureen MeCaulsye. Don got stedisd on his chickens again,
I regret to report, He geoes on fovever aboul the layout of his heu house,
and what ha feeds them, and how rnuch be salls the egus for, und how
they are laying, oend the ialeriority of the glhay hens aud thelr euus
in EBigerla, snd 8o ou aud on cnd Giae e gous very exited aboubt everye
thinge, The Belgion mofjor is an 0ld hand eround hare, having spent o good
meny years in the Congo= around Hatedl. He ie e regular Army mon, ile
wile, wio ocalls him sugar, is o liss Oppenhelmer, of the South sfrican
diamond Oppenheimers, and therefors well off slong materiel lines, She
is slso well-sendowed phsicnily, She got startsed on aome old Feris
friefds with lir. Lyneh, I talked t¢ the Major, who soensd like & good
type, surprislogly mif in his conversatlionel tone, unywey, Went home
cardy, sat watendng a perfecily spleondid moonrise botwesn the paln
vranches, heurd the sound of the sen. and felt aw good as you might
sxpeot we would under those circumstances, A bber and cheese party
«<hen we falt hungrfy. I forgot to sey that whils we were at the Barber
Line place we heurd some magnificent drwming at the camp & little
way down Vhe benoh. The soldlers were having a oclebration of sowe
kind, end wild sinzing ond toa-toming acoompanied it. Just like the
movies. Williom ond I heve adopted that expression - “Just like the
movies™ from an srticle iu the lew Yorker cbout & dashing und apparsatly
0ot enompously elever Adr Corps wajor who %ook art in mony emelbing
air battles and dog-fights. After saoh redltal of one of his faselnating
duels-to-the-death he would ocomment extatiecly *Just like the moviesi®
SJo fiad it o very useful expresaion.

: Sunday morning we owoke at the orack of dawn- bub
literslly, because tue light shines in youpd o es and wakes you up.
it vas o beautiful morning end I got a falrly good tan oub of ii, until
about aleven, when the storm clouds begnn Yo gabher, Our guests {tkare
weve eight a% them in one ocauce, _lus three peddlers) wore seen tossing
in the waves, and sriived ouly %iva minutes before $he raln stabted. We
souldn't get any suff bothing in, but just the eauw wo hnd a good tine.
John Houser and DBi.l Bascom were Lhere, plus a 1ittle men naned Ivans,
whe 18 su posed to be a tanta.lie expert, Mr., Svens is & very metter of
feot man who Goecsn't believe in idle Jests or thatter, which means thut
he has to be dliiminated from every conversation, The unfortuncte port
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part of the matter is vhnt he hes s bablt of bresking ia on o gonversaw
tion of the alry and fantastvi ue variety with some extrouely dowieLow
sarth remarike a hobit that has the sume elreoet on conversation as a piu
haos on @ balloon. The other ORW men are kind and polite to him, but very
bewlldersd as to what to do about him. *hsy gecw to hove rounded up a
rvather mixed group of men in that organizatlons Weil, to sonvinue ny
fascincting tule, we went houe after a sound sleep and Jjust bhad time to
€0 to ihe movies, whieh tmuned oub to be rather awlful.

dondoy night sp, Lynch had @ dimner party for Golonel Foley, who
was godng up to Acorm the boxlt dmy to re-joln the army. He is 59, and in
& ver, strategle ihdustry, but ke lusisted on going. e comes fron Tasmanis
and I akied hidw if he had ever henrd of Pop's aud ny Bovernor Browne (1862
1864 ). He agld he hadl I uever thougbt 1'd ever meet anyone suywhers who
‘bad eve:r heard of good old Governor Browne, Nob s funtastlcly intereating.
E s bul we got houe fulrly eurly, sc 1t was not wastasd nt glls

Tussdey afterncon I was feeling very gloony, becuuss ny binding .
of the 1942 gorrespondence wes golng budly Lo whie hands of the [person]
who is doing the Jjob., So Jobn louser and Blll Dascom oiterred to take ne
%0 see tualr lilble wWoOol-Curving Lgn. We now bave suite a oollwetion of
these little tigures, wilch we cousildesr very interesting and well done.
They are made {rom an suormous pelce of thorn thal grows ou a egmm
tree in thess purts., The w ol is very iisht cnd easy to carve, *ke fige
ures range from two to L.ree luoches lIn belght, and are light and very
braakable, unfortusately. He sonmetimes glues two 1ittle peloes together
und mokes ense. bies. Ha dld a nice one of e smell fishsrman's boy in a
pative canve, with . paddle in back of him as though it hed Juat bsen
put downg @ basket of fish in the prow, sad a bag of fish in front of
the boys feet., “he boy (whose little toenails end fincernails are all
portrayed) is putting e £ish he has evideatly Just eauu bt, iotoc the
bag in fron of him. All very nles Indesd. YWe have one of a Yoruba
wonan oorrylng a bosket of somet.lng or other om hier hemd, and a beby
on her back in the usucl precarious mauner. A4ll only iwo and a half
inches high, or so., lNo, a8 o matter of frot I think they are really
o orter than thatw- two inches , maybe, Well, John end Bill took me

%o Their wWoodcorvers $hop T0 0hear Mo UDs se.

Wiillam end I Just hed Lime enough to persuade them to sgtay for
dinner be¥ore we had to rush off o a eooktall party ot the Bremaer~
Hobsrts sgstobllshment, whieh was given in honor of Cayry Roberts return
frog leave in the United States, Cappy 1s & kmwagza-gam% old Hasgachu-
setis gentleman, the dean of what Ameriegn Soclety there is in Lajos.

He has a Congreassional medal for some feat of daring i.g txs% last war,
but not many people know exmetly what he did, for he reticeat.
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while at the party I had a ohanoe to talk to Feptaln Beppert for

& whiles He comes from Lansing, so I told him you*went to Mliehdgun

to college, whieh put us on & {irm footing. He has rot yet romembersd

in tine to bring your lettsr in to me, Poppa. We left as ecrly as

we decsatly eouid, and returned to find Johso snd Bill spread out

oi the floor looking over thelr papers or something, ¥We had a perfectly

hilarious evening, @ good part of vhich was spent in detalilsd explanbe

tions of Juet how I came to bave & half uncle on both sldes as well us .

o most respeciable famllye I gave them Bill ten thirty, then seat, then

bome, beccuse I was slsepy. Foor Pom and Josiah were in a dither, booouse

ﬁgngaa only told them two hogrs ago that there would be two more 1ov
Ners

’ bast night we deeided to go %o the movies by ourselves, and
did 80, We saw & very good picture full of excelilent oracks, plus
spies and thrilling adventurse, "The Lady Has Plans", whieh we recommedn
"in case you baven't seen 1t and it isn't too old %o come back to your
local cinecahs, ‘ ' .

I keep forgetting whether or not I have asiked pop how much I
owe the Campbell mfnasce for the clothes they bought me 80 klodly end
helpfuilye I do very much want Lo pay you back before Christmasn, to
av&fd the posslibility of yowbelng short ot that expenslve season. rerbaps
you eould take what ever it cost out of a check for Fifty dollars, I'll
ask Williem what he thinks of that schome, and enclose & oheck if he
approvess he being my private financlal secretory. You eould leave the
rest, if any, in a trust fund for my future use. o :

. We are giving a party for the new Army officers tonight, so I
think I'11 finish up, at least for tonighte '

| PRy, Nov. 19

It ovourred to me 1&3& ndght that I haven't told you the impressivé little
verse they always tell newoomers in this part of the worlds It is from an old
sailor's son:, or sometlings

feware and Take Heed of she Bight of Beninm
There few come out though many go ind

& h rrivle wmarning to the early plomcers of Higeria and Frénch Equatorial

Affrica. Some one in those days called the Bivst British Consu late bere & square

g0 fin containing & dead Consul once a year, The first consul was sppointed in 1856
or so, and died in 1857, the next came out in 1857 and died in 1858, the third did
the saue as the one before, and promptly died the same year, I think the fourth, who

mant have been either 1) eournceous 2) kept in ignorenwe of the Tates of his predes.

cessors, managed somchow 40 get out btefore he didds The first British exploration
ghip ap iheﬂ;geyfmﬁhe Might of Benin earried about 100 men in its erew, of which
avout twenty got bmeks Bubt they were lucky, com ared to some that eame after them,
One ship succeeded in sending back bome a substentisl portion of its evew by putting
oat Lo ses n_gai;a every bwo months or so for a good two or three weeks vest frem
T and the other delichtiul scourges of early AT®XEMI days arvcund hiores ALl classes of
people around here, including those that Jjust don't like miesidnaries, have agreat
deal of respect and admirelion for o Seoots mpuen pemed Mary Slessor who took it into
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her head to become the first lady missionary in (ld Calabar, or amywhere else arouz_’xi
the wWest Coasbt, too, She came oub somebime ia the early 1870%s, when there were only
ten or twenty white men who dared to risk itheir lives by livix_xg herg a few monthae out
of the yeary and ghe siayed for twenty yesrs or so until she Jieds The natives ih the
Calabar arsa took a dim lew of her @od, and her juju medicine, and her presence in ‘
their land.. sod tried several times to kill hers ... Fibally she won _i'_,hmr i
con¥idence, =nd they used to come te her from miles around to gettle disputes afﬂg;.fs’b
their dlscases murseds What is perhaps even more,“she also won the gmxfiﬁanee of the
white truders who came to Calabar, who were from all reports aboul the crummiest .. 4
moet antl-missionary let im.ginable. I suwpose just the facht that she wieyed in that
pest hole year alter year when they didn't even have the strength o stoy more than
a year or less was enough %o make them respect her, even when she was preventing them
from treating the natives as badly as they usually dide A1) this info comes from a
bookk I borrowed from the Havy boys' mess some moniis apos Fhey wad 8l vead and ade
mired, o I &id too. Actually, all thosej early people were pretiy persistent, Vhy
they werc 0 anxious to come here when they rmet have known only too well that thore
chances of getting out alive were less than fifty-fifty, I havenSt been able to fow
tnom yebs Nor has Sir Alan Iurns, the ex~Governor of Migeria and the Cold Coast, wio
wrobe the best history of Migeria.

;"’L" Y 7; 7 ' C

Friday, Nov, 26

. This is @ fine thingl I had to leave the officeon Sature
day lasi (pouch-closfing day) and forzobt o tell Harriet wo put my letter in the
pouchs In faet I forgot to finish it, &f the truth be told. We have been having
sone very busy days lately, with the additiomal code work ®f the navy, lots of
visas, and just gemeral piling upe My precious binding scems to be eoming along
very well after all my worriese ‘his will be the first year in the history of the
Consulate that we have had the correspondence actua: 1y bound, rather thsn put in
open=shut prepared binders without glue and sewing. These have lovely black covers,
have been gotten to gether with loving care by me, checked and re-checked Zor order
and painfully glved and sewed- and to %o p it off the titles are done in pold} vheel
If future goneralions domAt bless me for this I shall be very didappointed. Fvery
time I look at the past years?! binders, I scoff. After & month, we are Just beginning
on the third volumes Thers will be about Wembye '

- Tou haven't missed an awful lobt by what I must leave out of i -
the diary for this weeks Usual round of events, lLast week we had a perfectly delighte
ful time, going to bed early practically every dayl I feel gaught wp on my sleep at
lasts 4his week alsos We had to go out with the Denton's (I formation Office) last
night, and had a very restrained British evening. I met ¥r, Dentonts boss, a Hrs
fiven, vho used to be a Resident (highe~mickimuek) in the Horthern Provinces before
he was ssconded vo the Ministry of T formation, He geems to be a drily witty sort of

- & person, Ve had to accept his invite for saturday after nexb, although we had wan.ed
%o go to the beach that night. Call of duty, If this atiitude on our part keens up
we will ve hermite before bthe end of our lives, However, we have a good time out of
. Just about everything, We arey I am delirious %o report, going © the beach towmorrow
Eleros noundsas the giie” kO Ty SHSUST POt HA ST RSN
mogt advanidgecuss It wasd abt the varty at Govlt, House given for the REAF boys.

wOVEy
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